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Open space is for all,
candidate says

' MORRIS TWP. - Ron Goldbere,
Democratic candidate for Town-
ship Committee running against

Republican Daniel Caffrey, took.
issue with a Jetter to the cditor.

Aug 9. by Republican Township
Committceman Rick Watson that
had calied for fiscal responsibili-
ty when balancing the need for
open space.

“(Watson’s letter) was, n re-
sponse to my input 1o the re-cx-
amination of the Morris Town-

ship- Master Plan,” Goldberg
said,

“I am ceriain that open-minded
Open Space and Township Com-
mittees can find creative ways to
incroase our open space invento-
ry and iroprovo our quality of life
without wasting our open space
dollars, But this will require a
change in their thinking and as-
sumptions.

“Bligibility should not be lim-
tted to large tracts and green-
ways, hecause those opportuni-
ties arc. \nrtually exhausicd,” he
continued. “Today, only 100 acres
of - open space pareols remain for
possible purchase, and most of it
is wet, according to our planner
and mayor. Yet, we are getting
more crowded as we add high
density houwsing in so many
parts of our Tovmship, and necd
to add and preserve open spacse

rnore than ever.

“T would like to remind the
people of Morris Township that
since the 1992 establishment of
the Open Space Trust, My, Wat:
son's inflextbility has lost us sev-
aral opportunities; For example,
he resisted obtaining the 21-actre
doest property when the owmers
gave the township firet rights.
Watson apparently objected to
buying the bullding on the prop-
arty along with the land. Tree
romoval and construction “of
four homes is now slated. Like-
wise, the township decided
against purchase of a pocket
park land that was offered by a
resident of Canfield Road. Now;
a Jarge home stands where spec-
fmen trees with & hawk’s nest
used to stand.

. “Mr.- Watson uses labels like
‘extremists’ for .paople ‘who
think heavily developed parts of
the township need pocket parks
or public. gardens to improve
quaiity of 1ifs, He says, “...mon-
ey is no-object for these peo-
ple...” and he warns the people
of Morris Townehip against
change.

“To that, I say ‘zero spanding’
is not the same as fiscally re-
sponsible.’ Responsible sponding
would improve the town over
time, not in crisis mode,”he said,



